Both Dale House and
Rosehill House were built
overlooking the red hot
blast furnace, pools and
noisy
yards
of
the
Coalbrookdale Ironworks.
The Darby family who lived
here were never far away from the
exciting developments which were part of Britain’s
industrial revolution.
Abraham Darby I was the son of a Quaker and after
making money from the ironworks he decided to build
Dale House for his wife Mary and their children. Sadly,
Abraham did not see Dale House completed, but he was
present when a Quaker meeting took place there in the
Parlour during the building work.
Dale House was the home of
five generations of the Darby
family. Businessmen and many
others, who visited the
ironworks received a warm
welcome here. Lots of dinner
parties were held in the
house for visiting Quakers,
industrialists, inventors and
important people from all
walks of life, many of them
from America. It was a
comfortable family home,
simply furnished in keeping
with Quaker values. There would not have been the
clutter of ornaments, glassware, pictures and fancy
furnishings normally seen in a Victorian house belonging
to such an important family.
Abraham Darby III enlarged the house between 1768
and 1776 and this is the period to which the house and
gardens have been restored. The house has seen many
births, deaths and marriages and we can enjoy it today,
as the Darby family did for five generations.

Look at the lintels above the windows.
Can you guess what they are made of?
Rosehill House was built during the 1730s for Richard
Ford, who was a Clerk working for Abraham I. He was
married to Abraham I’s eldest daughter Mary. The
house has been restored to show you what it would
have been like in 1850. Many of the items in the house
now, belonged to the Darby family.

At a time when a Victorian house of this size would
have had up to twelve servants, the Darby family
managed with only four servants. In keeping with their
Quaker beliefs they shared their servants with Dale
House. It was not unusual for the families to join each
other at one of the houses at meal times to save work
for the servants.
In 1850 the house would have been lit by oil lamps and
candles. The mistletoe wallpaper in the Study has been
copied from scraps of the original wall coverings found
during restoration work. Many Quakers did not drink
alcohol, but they did not mind their guests drinking it.
Ask one of the Guides to show you how we know this.

In the Bedroom you can see two embroidered
‘samplers’ between the windows. Look at the ‘U’ and
the ‘V’. Are they in the correct place?

What is a Friend?

Darby Women
Abiah Darby (1716-1794) was the
second wife of Abraham Darby
II. She was described as a
‘tender sympathiser’ and ‘being
rich in good works, willing to
communicate,
feeding
the
hungry, clothing the naked,
visiting the sick and also the
condemned and other prisoners
in different jails’. She was an
extraordinary woman who became a Quaker minister in
1748. She wrote pamphlets, made speeches and
travelled throughout Britain, often on horseback in all
weathers, even whilst pregnant. Imagine what a strong
and independent lady she was at a time when women of
her class would have found running a home a full time
job. Even more unusually her husband and family
accepted that her work as a minister came before
anything else, even when they were unwell! Her travels in
1774 included Barnard Castle, Norton, Tadcaster,
Harrogate, Derby and Lichfield.

There are nearly a quarter of a million Quakers
worldwide, about 18,000 of them in Britain. They are a
very tolerant faith and accept that some of their
members smoke and drink alcohol, but others do not.
Originally they were called the Religious Society of
Friends. In the 16th century, Henry VIII made himself
head of the Church of England and he and the monarchs
who followed him insisted that their subjects should
swear an oath to the crown. Quakers would not do this
because it went against Jesus’ direction ‘to swear not at
all.’ Quakers would not pay money to support the
church, fight in or pay for wars or address their
superiors with deference and they told the truth
whatever the consequences. They lived a simple, humble
life and believed that everyone was equal.
These ideals meant that Quakers were persecuted and
even thrown into prison. In refusing to accept the
monarch as head of the Church and Parliament they
could not enter the clergy, government, the army or
the law. There were few career choices left and many
were refused admission to universities. At a crucial
time in Britain’s industrial development, industry and
commerce were the only avenues left.

Do you Know a Famous Quaker?
Here are three famous Quakers, but do you know what
they are famous for?
a) Dame Judi Dench
b) George Cadbury
c) Joseph Rowntree

Deborah Darby (1752-1810) was the
wife of Samuel Darby, Abraham
Darby III’s brother. Like her
mother-in-law Abiah, she became
a Quaker Minister. She visited
America between 1793 and 1796.
Imagine travelling by ship in
those days without the modern
comforts we expect today. After
Samuel died Deborah, her sister-in-law
Sarah and Rebecca, Abraham III’s widow took an active
roll in overseeing the running of the ironworks, whilst
bringing up the next generation of the Darby family.
Sarah Darby (1752-1821) was one of the
controlling shareholders of the
Coalbrookdale Company when her
brother Abraham Darby III died.
She ruled with a firm hand, spending
her time sitting at her desk
surrounded by ledgers and papers.

A Baby is Born
When the son of Alfred Darby was born what a
celebration was organised! Nearly 4,000 employees, all
wearing pink and white scarves, followed a route
through the District where the Darby family
owned mines and ironworks. At the head of the
procession was Benjamin Poole, a dwarf, and
William Ball the Horsehay giant. Ball weighed
over 40 stones and had to be lifted onto
his horse with a crane. A meal was
served and 19 bullocks and 42 sheep
were eaten with 1,700 loaves of bread
and 1,000 gallons of ale!

The Darby Family of Coalbrookdale

Look carefully at the family tree above and see if you can answer the questions below.
1) How many men were called Abraham Darby?
2) Who married Margaret Smith and Abiah Sinclair?
3) How old was Hannah Darby when she died?
4) Who were the father and mother of Abraham IV and Alfred Darby?

Darby Word Search S H O E S C R A P E R I
See below a list of items found in
the houses. Can you find them in
the grid?

Milk Pans
Window Frames
Bedsteads
Book Cases
Clock Weights
Kettle
Shoe Scraper
Stove
Iron
Pot Bellied Pots
Sampler
Bonnet
Shawl
Tulip Vase
Wine Cooler
Eagle Slayer
Desk
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Colour in this picture of the kitchen in Rosehill House. Can you
identify 12 items which you would not have found in a kitchen
in the 19th century?
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